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ABSTRACT

The idea for the Yangtze Three Gorges Dam is usually attributed either to the authoritarian
technocratic leanings of the Chinese Communist Party, or to Sun Yat-sen, early twentieth century
nationalist revolutionary and ‘father of the country’. But the blueprint for a high dam on the
Yangtze is in fact a thoroughly transnational vision that first crystalized under the pressure of
total war. After Japan invaded China in 1937 two figures on opposing sides of the battle front,
working apparently independently, devised ambitious schemes for damming the Three Gorges as
part of comprehensive plans for developing China’s postwar economy. One was Ōtani Kōzui, a
disgraced Buddhist monk turned adviser to Japan’s wartime government. The other was the
American John Lucian Savage, architect of the Hoover and Grand Coolie dams. The two
blueprints were not only strikingly similar to each other, they prefigured the design of the dam
that was eventually built between 1994 and 2006. Both plans were a product of total war, which
stoked utopian developmentalist visions and enabled the transnational circulation of technology
and expertise among combatant states.
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The Yangtze Three Gorges Dam is the largest capacity hydroelectric dam in the world.1 It is also
by far the most controversial infrastructure project in the history of the People's Republic of
China to date.2 When it was approved by the National People's Congress in 1992, 177 of the
2,633 delegates voted against it and 664 abstained. Given that the NPC is effectively a rubber
stamp legislature, this degree of dissent is remarkable: in the whole of the NPC's history no bill
has registered such a large opposition.3 The Chinese government forcibly relocated as many as
1.3 million people, and since the reservoir has been filled up it has caused chronic landslides,
leading to the resettlement of tens of thousands more.4 Seismic activity in the Three Gorges has
heightened, and chemical fertiliser runoff has triggered toxic algal blooms to the extent that even
the official People’s Daily newspaper has warned of an “environmental catastrophe”.5
So how did something as controversial as the Yangtze Three Gorges Dam come to be
built? Two explanations are usually given. The first, usually advanced by the dam’s critics,
blames an unaccountable Leninist party state run amok, drunk on its own dreams of technocratic
hubris: the dam itself is “an indictment of the political system that produced [it]”.6 A second,

1. The Itaipu Dam on the border between Brazil and Paraguay has a lower rated capacity than the
Three Gorges Dam but is slightly taller and generates more electricity in most years.
2. Qing Dai, et al., Yangtze! Yangtze (Earthscan Canada, 1994)
3. Richard Louis Edmonds, “The Sanxia (Three Gorges) Project: The Environmental Argument
Surrounding China’s Super Dam,” Global Ecology and Biogeography Letters 2, no. 4 (July
1992) 105; The Economist, “What makes a rubber stamp? The significance of a cliché for
insignificance” (5th March 2012)
4. Reuters (Sui-Lee Wee), “Thousands being moved from China's Three Gorges - again” (22
August 2012)
5. Yunsheng et al Yao, “Seismic Hazard Assessment of the Three Gorges Project,” Geodesy and
Geodynamics 4, no. 2 (2013); People’s Daily Online, “China Warns of an Environmental
Catastrophe (26 September 2007) http://en.people.cn/90001/90778/6271969.html Last accessed
23 July 2018
6. Lawrence Sullivan, “The Three Gorges Dam and the Chinese Polity” in Dai, et al., Yangtze!
Yangtze. xiv
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more positive assessment, traces the origins as far back as 1920s, crediting the idea to Sun Yatsen, the nationalist revolutionary, first president of the Republic of China, and so-called “father
of the nation”. Both of these explanations have some element of truth to them. But in themselves
they at best incompletely explain how the goal of building a Three Gorges Dam became so
prominent in the minds of the PRC leadership. Here I advance a third explanation. The blueprint
for Three Gorges Dam in its current form was a product of the transnational experience of total
war during World War II in Asia. Total war encouraged combatants on all sides to devise utopian
schemes to justify the war effort, often couched in the language of developmentalism - or what
James C Scott calls “high modernism”.7 Large-scale dam projects made for ideal candidates. As
Nick Cullather puts it, “in the heroic age of development, river valley projects constituted the
most majestic and lasting efforts to remold rural Asia”.8 Cullather writes primarily about Cold
War developmentalism, but the same tendency was equally if not more apparent during World
War II. The wartime mobilisation of vast swathes of the economy empowered planners to devote
hitherto unimagined resources to envisioning these dreams. And it forged transnational
connections, as allied combatant states shared personnel and expertise, allowing blueprints to
circulate globally.9

7. James C. Scott, Seeing Like a State: How Certain Schemes to Improve the Human Condition
Have Failed (Yale University Press, 1999) Ch.3
8. Nick Cullather, The Hungry World: America’s Cold War Battle Against Poverty in Asia
(Harvard University Press, 2010)108
9 As Garon argues, these blueprints circulated not just between allied nations but across enemy
lines as well, as combatants took great care to scrutinise the stratagems of their enemies. Sheldon
Garon, “Defending Civilians Against Aerial Bombardment: A Transnational History of Japanese,
German, and British Home Fronts, 1918-1945,” Conference on “Civilians at Stake from War to
Postwars: 1931/39-45 to Present: Seventieth Anniversary Perspectives on the Response to WWII
Mass Violence in Europe and Asia . See also Garon’s forthcoming monograph on the
transnational history of home fronts.
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As a result, between 1939 and 1945 two different blueprints for the Three Gorges Dam on
either side of the battlefront: one by the Empire of Japan and its collaborators in mainland China;
the other by Chiang-Kai Shek’s Nationalist Government and its ally the United States. Both
blueprints bear a marked resemblance to the dam that was eventually constructed between 1994
and 2006.10 The first was drawn up by Ōtani Kozui, a Japanese Buddhist monk turned
continental adventurer. The second was drafted by the American John Lucien Savage, architect
of the Hoover and Grand Coulee dams and probably the most famous dam builder in the world.
These two case studies show how large hydropower technology circulated in a thoroughly
transnational fashion throughout the twentieth century - and that it percolated into China under
particular circumstances of total war. These total war conditions created an environment in
which foreign powers had a strong strategic interest in promoting an ambitious, and I will go so
far as to say utopian, vision of a Three Gorges Dam as an instrument of state-led economic
development and a concrete symbol of international cooperation.
Let us begin by discussing the limitations of the usual explanations for the origins of the
Three Gorges Dam. One explanation argues that the CCP’s preoccupation with large hydropower
is a legacy of its long period of Soviet tutelage from its foundation up until the late 1950s.
Certainly infatuation with the transformative potential of modern infrastructure projects, and
large hydroelectric dams in particular, runs deep within the currents of Leninist thought. In Lenin
himself famously stated that "Communism is Soviet power plus the electrification of the whole
country.” He wrote that electricity would overcome "that backwardness, that fragmentation,
dispersion, the darkness of the countryside which is the chief cause of all the stagnation,
10. Xinhua News Agency, “Three Gorges Dam completed” (21st May 2006) http://
www.chinadaily.com.cn/business/2006-05/21/content_596086.htm Accessed 23 July 2018.
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backwardness, and oppression to this day."11 Large-scale hydroelectric power plant construction
was a goal dear to the hearts of Soviet planners. The USSR's first five-year plan (1928-1933)
gave priority to the construction of a monumental hydroelectric power plant across the Dnieper
River in the Ukraine, which went on to become a centrepiece of Soviet propaganda as proof that
Soviet-style economic planning was superior to the capitalist free market, a concrete
embodiment of what Stephen Kotkin calls "Stalinism as a civilisation”.12
When the Chinese Communist Party swept to power in the revolution of 1949, its leaders
naturally looked to the USSR both as a developmental model and a source of support in order to
implement that model. Politically, the CCP was already organised along Leninist lines. Now,
between 1949 and 1960, its leadership imported a coherent package of Soviet technology and
command economic planning. They then set about attempting to recreate (what they perceived
as) the USSR's success in achieving rapid economic development by replicating this package as
faithfully as possible. Integral to this package was the pursuit of large-scale, totemic
infrastructure projects (among them hydroelectric dams) which would not only anchor industrial
development by providing raw energy and material inputs, but could be touted as examples of
progress to inspire the masses. After the founding of the PRC many Chinese students were sent
to the USSR to train as hydroelectric engineers. One of these was Li Peng, who studied at the
Moscow Power Engineering Institute from 1948 to 1955, and in the 1980s would scale the
heights of the party’s leadership as part of a generation of “red engineers”.13 It was Li who, as
11. Anne D. Rassweiler, The Generation of Power: The History of Dneprostroi (Oxford
University Press, USA, 1988) 18
12. Stephen Kotkin, Magnetic Mountain: Stalinism as a Civilization (University of California
Press, 1997) 91
13. Joel Andreas, Rise of the Red Engineers: The Cultural Revolution and the Origins of China’s
New Class (Contemporary Issues in Asia and Pacific) (Stanford University Press, 2009) 244
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premier of the PRC, become the Three Gorges Dam's most powerful political backer. At the
same time Moscow despatched technical advisors to help export Stalinist civilisation to its new
socialist ally. Soviet engineers assisted the fledgling communist state in drawing up its own
ambitious infrastructure projects, such as the Fengman Dam on the Sungari River and the
Sanmen Dam on the Yellow River. In 1954, responding to Mao Zedong's personal request,
Nikita Kruschev authorised for fifty-five experts to be dispatched to the Yangtze Planning Office
to help plan the Three Gorges Dam. This project eventually foundered, in large part due to the
deterioration of Sin-Soviet Relations; in 1960 all Soviet advisors were recalled, and Mao Zedong
determined to go it alone, relying solely on domestic technology and technical expertise during
the Great Leap Forward of 1958-1960.14
For all this, Leninists are not the only ones infatuated with large scale hydroelectric dam
projects. Throughout the twentieth century a whole range of ideologues have touted the
transformative power of hydroelectricity. The Irish Free State, immediately upon gaining
independence from Great Britain, immediately sunk a quarter of its first annual budget into
building the Ardnacrusha Dam, at the time one of the largest in the world.15 In the United States
New Dealers pinned similar hopes on the Tennessee Valley Administration and the new high
dams built by the Bureau of Reclamation, famously employing the folksinger Woody Guthrie to
sing the praises of the Grand Coulee.16 What all these projects share is a mutual faith in the
14. Liangwu Yin, “The Long Quest for Greatness: China’s Decision to Launch the Three Gorges
Project,” diss., Washington University, August 1996) 332-3
15 ESB, “Ardnacrusha Generating Station” (n.d.) https://www.esb.ie/docs/default-source/
education-hub/ardnacrusha-power-station. Accessed 23 July 2018; M. Maguire, "Powering the
Nation: A Social History of Hydro-electricity in Ireland", in Tvedt, T, & T Oestigaard, A History
of Water: Volume III: The World of Water (History of Water Series I), I. B. Tauris, 2006., p.83
16. Richard White, The Organic Machine: The Remaking of the Columbia River (Hill and Wang,
1996) 62-63
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power of developmentalism through technology, and in the ability of planners to coordinate
projects on a massive scale for the greater public good.
Indeed, in China this mode of thought can be traced as far as the 1920s. Supporters of the
Three Gorges are wont to credit Sun Yat-sen with the original idea for the dam as part of his
dream for a strong, modern, sovereign Chinese nation.17 Sun had been the most prominent of the
nationalist activists who had sought to overthrow the Qing Dynasty (1635-1911), and on its
collapse in 1911 he had been appointed the first president of the new Republic of China. After
his death his legacy would be claimed by both of China’s main parties, the Nationalists and the
Communists, and he would duly be canonised as the father of the Chinese nation. Crediting the
idea of the Three Gorges Dam to Sun Yat-sen therefore suggests that the dam’s builders are the
heirs to Sun Yat-sen's political vision, and that in successfully completing it they have realised
his dream. It is a straightforward techno-nationalist narrative, and indeed Sun was nothing if not
a techno-nationalist. But it is worth looking at what Sun did and did not say about the Three
Gorges Dam during his lifetime.
Like many other radical thinkers, Sun Yat-sen recognised the revolutionary potential of
electricity early on. Electric power formed a central pillar of his plan to modernise China, and
throughout his life he continuously sketched out various schemes to increase China's (then
virtually non-existent) electricity generation capacity. Though most of these projects were to be
situated in coastal China, Sun also envisaged projects that would integrate even the most remote

17. This is essentially the argument put forward by Liangwu Yin in his 1996 dissertation
submitted to Washington University. I am heavily indebted to Dr. Yin's comprehensive research
on the history of the Three Gorges Dam - even if, in the final instance, I draw a different
conclusion. See Yin, “The Long Quest for Greatness: China’s Decision to Launch the Three
Gorges Project.”
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and backward regions into the modern nation. In The International Development of China he had
this to say regarding the improvement of the Yangtze Three Gorges:

At present the Upper Yangtze is navigable for shallow draught steamers up to
Kiating, a point about 1,100 miles above Hankow by river. If improvement
be made farther on, then shallow draught steamers could navigate right up to
Chengtu, the capital of Szechuan province, and the center of the richest plain
in West China... The Yangtze River above Ichang enters the Gorges which
run about a hundred miles up to the Szechuan depression, known as the Red
Basin. This part of the river from Ichang right along to its source is confined
by rocky banks, very narrow and deep, having an average depth of six
fathoms and at some particular point seven thirty fathoms. Many rapids and
obstructions occur along its course. To improve the Upper Yangtze, the
rapids should be dammed up to form locks to enable crafts to ascend the
river as well as to generate water power. [my italics] Obstructions should be
blasted and boulders removed. Thus, a ten-foot channel right along from
Hankow to Chungking could be obtained so that through inland water
transportation could be established from Chungking to Peking in the north
and to Canton in the south, as well as to all navigable points in China Proper
all the year round. In this way, transportation expenses to the richest
emporium in West China could be reduced hundredfold. The benefit to the
people will be enormous and the encouragement to commerce will indeed be
great.18

Later, during a lecture in Guangzhou, he urged his audience to:
consider the tremendous water power in the Kuei Gorges of the upper
Yangtze… the water power there could generate over thirty million electrical
horse power. Such an immense power is much greater than that produced at
present in any country. It would not only supply all the railways, electric
lines, and factories in the country with power, but it could be used to
manufacture staple fertilizers.19

18. Sun Yat-sen, The International Development of China (New York & London: G. Putnam’s
Sons, 1922) 46-47
19. Yat-sen Sun, Price, Frank W. (trans.), San Min Chu I: The Three Principles of the People (Shanghai:
China Committee, Institute of Pacific Relations, 1927) 461-462.
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So Sun Yat-sen was certainly struck by the notion of reworking the Upper Yangtze in
order to improve navigability and generate the electricity inputs that would help modernise the
country. His calculation that the Kuai Gorges were capable of generating "thirty million
electrical horsepower" (22,371 megawatts) in fact rings eerily close to the Three Gorges Dam's
current rated capacity of 22,500 megawatts.20 But in neither of these extracts does Sun ever
explicitly call for a single large dam on the Three Gorges.21 In fact in the first, he seems to be
suggesting that multiple locks be created at different points along the gorges, with electricity
generation something of an afterthought.
Furthermore, during the period when Sun was touting his plans for the Three Gorges he
has, in political terms, become a much marginalised figure. Almost immediately after becoming
president he had been deposed by former Qing general Yuan Shikai, and at the time he wrote The
International Development of China his Nationalist party controlled only a small part of the
country centered around Guangzhou in the Southeast.22 As Sun had no political authority over
Sichuan province, the region in which the Three Gorges were located, his plan thus amounted to
nothing more than a suggestion. Further still, like most of Sun's suggestions, the plan fell
considerably short of a detailed engineering blueprint as to how, and at what cost, the Three
20. Reuters, “In drastic move, China's top hydropower plants slash capacity” (3 July 2017)
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-china-weather-power/in-drastic-move-chinas-tophydropower-plants-slash-capacity-idUSKBN19P0D6 Last accessed 23 July 2018
21. Shi Wenyin claims that Sun’s wife, Soong Ching-ling (1893-1981), once heard her husband
say that "after the revolution, we must build a big dam across the Three Gorges and a huge
hydroelectric power plant so that our ancient motherland will be lit up.” But Shi does not provide
any evidence to support this claim. Moreover, it is unclear when exactly Soong is supposed to
have recalled Sun making this statement: she may have inadvertently confused later plans for the
dam with those of her late husband. See Shi Wenyin, Sanxia - Yi Ge Kua Shiji De Meng
(Guangzhou: Huachen, 1992) 44; Liangwu Yin 76
22. Marie-Claire Bergère, Sun Yat-Sen, trans. Janet Lloyd (Stanford University Press, 2000)
293-294
11
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Gorges might be dammed. In the years following his death in 1925 they went largely ignored. In
1932, after the Nationalist government finally gained control of eastern Sichuan, it did begin
drawing up preliminary plans for a dam at either Gezhouba or Huanglingmiao. [SEE MAP 1
XX] As Liangwu Yin points out in his comprehensive dissertation on the history of the Three
Gorges Dam, this was certainly an ambitious project at the time. The planned dam would have a
rated capacity of 300MW at a time when the country as a whole had only 496 MW capacity.23
But its projected generating capacity still fell short of the dam that was eventually built - by a
factor of ten. [SEE FIG. 1 XX]
It was not until the outbreak World War II in Asia that high dams began to be built in
China.24 The first of these were commissioned in the Northeast of the country, which at the time
was a colony of Japan in all but name. In 1931 Japan’s Kwantung Army had invaded Northeast
China and established the puppet state of Manchukuo, enlisting the deposed Qing Emperor as
titular head of state and staffing the new regime with a mix of Kwantung army officers, local
Chinese collaborators, and civilian bureaucrats recruited from the Japanese metropole.
From the very founding of the new colony, a faction of “reform bureaucrats” (kakushin
kanryō

) had aspired to “rationalise” the region’s economy: partly to justify Japanese

colonial rule, partly in the sincere belief that technocratic planning would transcend the
inefficiencies and iniquities of industrial capitalism, and (last but not least) partly to create an

23. Yin, “The Long Quest for Greatness: China’s Decision to Launch the Three Gorges Project.”
91-93
24. It is difficult to draw a clear distinction between “high” and “low” dams in terms of one
particular technological innovation. But given that the height difference between the dams
discussed here extends to an order of magnitude, I hope readers will forgive me for not dwelling
on this point excessively.
12
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autarkic bloc that could withstand blockade warfare.25 Their hand was strengthened after 1933
when Adolf Hitler, as part of an import substitution drive aimed at making Germany selfsufficient in preparation for total war, imposed import quotas on soybeans.26 This wrecked the
economy of Manchukuo, which had until then been heavily dependent on soya exports to
Germany, and strengthened the case for transforming the Empire of Japan into an autarkic bloc
as well.27 In July 1936 the Japanese Army prepared a report calling for the economies of Japan,
Manchukuo, and (as yet unconquered) North China to be integrated as quickly as possible in
preparation for war with the Soviet Union.28 In January 1937 the Manchukuo government
published a five-year economic plan modelled explicitly on the Soviet Union, that prioritised
increased manufacture of iron, steel, coal, synthetic fuel, automobiles and aircraft - all goods
with obvious military application.29
To power this shift toward heavy industry, the plan included a comprehensive
electrification scheme that aimed to increase capacity sixfold.30 The lion’s share of this task was
delegated to the state-run Manchukuo Electricity Corporation. Manden had been founded in with

25. Janis Mimura, Planning for Empire: Reform Bureaucrats and the Japanese Wartime State
(Cornell University Press, 2011) 1, 133
26. Adam Tooze, The Wages of Destruction: The Making and Breaking of the Nazi Economy
(Penguin Books, 2008) 190-192
27. Yasutomi Ayumu and Fukao Yōko, Manshū no seiritsu: shinrin no shōjin to kindai kūkan no
keisei (Nagoya Daigaku, 2009)307;Michael A. Barnhart, Japan Prepares for Total War: The
Search for Economic Security, 1919-1941 (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2001) Ch.3;
Yamamoto Yūzō, ‘Manshūkoku’ no keizai-shi kenkyū (Nagoya: Nagoya Daigaku, 2003) 31
28. Ramon H. Myers, “Creating a Modern Enclave Economy: The Economic Integration of
Japan, Manchuria and North China, 1932-1945,” in The Japanese Wartime Empire, 1931-1945,
ed. Peter Duus, Ramon H. Myers and Mark R. Peattie Princeton University Press, 2010) 148
29. Ibid. 151
30. Aaron Stephen Moore, ““The Yalu River Era of Developing Asia”: Japanese Expertise,
Colonial Power, and the Construction of Sup’Ung Dam,” The Journal of Asian Studies 72, no. 01
(2013) 121
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DRAFT VERSION - PLEASE DO NOT CITE WITHOUT CONSENT

capital from the South Manchurian Railway Company and the Manchukuo government in1934,
and as early as 1936 had begun sketching out plans for a 700 megawatt, 90-meter high dam on
the Sungari River, to be named Fengman (“fertile Manchuria”).31 The project broke earth April
1937, and continued throughout World War II, hampered by chronic labor and material
shortages. By 1940 there were 18,000 people at work on the dam, the majority conscripted
forcibly from the North China provinces of Shandong and Hebei. Of these at least a thousand are
known to have died, mainly through frostbite, exhaustion, or malnutrition.32 The dam began
partial operation in 1942, but remained incomplete by the end of the war; after 1949 the Chinese
Communist Party championed completion of the project as a major propaganda victory,
emblazoning Fengman on the first set of banknotes printed after liberation.33 [SEE IMAGE 1
XX] From 1936 neighbouring Korea, also under Japanese rule, also began shifting from a
laissez-faire economic policy to a “bureaucratic command economy” that aimed to transform the
colony into an “advanced military supply base” through crash industrialisation. In the same year
that the Fengman project broke earth a joint-venture backed by the central banks of Manchukuo
and Korea drew up a memorandum to dam the Yalu River Basin that straddled the two

31 Yamamoto Yūzō, ‘Manshūkoku’ no keizai-shi kenkyū. 32; Liaoning Provincial Archives,
Japanese language materials vol. 2: Congshu, Zhongguo Dongbei Diqu; Manshū Dengyō No.18:
“Doniepusutoroi oyobi uraru kuzunetsuku ketsugō kigyō (soren ni okeru denkyi juyō no
ichimen)”
32. Nan Long Rui, “”Manshūkoku” ni okeru hōman suiroku hatsudensho no kensetsu to sengo
no saiken,” Ajia Keizai 158-5(May 2007) 6
33. Author’s visit to Fengman Hydoelectricity Museum [Fengman Shuidian Bowuguan], Jilin,
China (14 August 2011)
14
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colonies.34 The project, with a rated capacity of began transmission in 1941, and was completed
two years later in 1943.35
In July 1937 the long foretold war finally broke out (only with China, not the USSR). A
skirmish broke out between Chinese and Japanese troops at the Marco Polo Bridge, and
escalated rapidly when Japanese generals took the momentous decision to push further south
toward Nanjing in the hope of smashing Chinese resistance altogether and installing another
client regime that would administer the rest of the country on terms favourable to Japan. Much as
with Kwantung Army’s earlier decision to invade the Northeast, the move caught Japan’s
civilian government on the back foot. But although the tail was well and truly wagging the dog in
Japanese politics by this point, successive governments in Tokyo backed the invasion, and
sought to rationalise it by proclaiming the foundation of a New Order in East Asia under
Japanese tutelage. As Japanese forces advanced south from Manchukuo into Central China, they
set up similar puppet regimes on the model of Manchukuo, and also attempted to mobilise the
resources of the captured territory through state-managed companies on the Manden model.36 By
January 1938 they had succeeded in pushing Chinese troops out of the Nationalist capital of
Nanjing, and up along the Yangtze River to what would become the wartime capital of
Chongqing. In October they captured Wuhan and, soon after that, Yichang, at the mouth of the
Three Gorges. [SEE MAP 2 XX]

34. Moore, ““The Yalu River Era of Developing Asia”: Japanese Expertise, Colonial Power, and
the Construction of Sup’Ung Dam.” 121; Hirose Teizō, “‘Manshūkoku’ ni okeru Suihō Damu
kensetsu,” Niigata Kokusai Jōhō Daigaku Jōhō Bunka Gakubu Kiyō (March 2003)
35. Moore, ““The Yalu River Era of Developing Asia”: Japanese Expertise, Colonial Power, and
the Construction of Sup’Ung Dam.” 123
36. Myers, “Creating a Modern Enclave Economy: The Economic Integration of Japan,
Manchuria and North China, 1932-1945.” 161
15
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It was at this moment that the first plan emerged to build a high dam on gorges in a form
recognisably similar to the structure that stands today. The author of the plan was the unlikely
figure of Ōtani Kōzui (1876-1948). Ōtani had a colourful and somewhat mysterious life. He was
born into an aristocratic family, which afforded him a seat in the House of Peers, the upper house
of the Japanese Diet. He also enjoyed close ties to the Imperial court: his wife’s sister married
the Taishō Emperor, making him the maternal uncle-in-law of Emperor Hirohito. While still
young, Ōtani inherited the headship of the Nishi Honganji Buddhist sect, and used the position to
bankroll a series of ruinously expensive scholarly expeditions on the Asian mainland, which he
led personally. One of his most famous expeditions was to the caves at Dunhuang, but there were
also trips to India, Tibet and Chinese Turkestan. At one point the British diplomatic mission in
Kashgar suspected he might be a spy for the Japanese government. Ōtani resigned as abbot of the
temple after a financial scandal in 1914, and crossed over to Manchuria under something of a
cloud. He then spent most of the 1920s and 30s drifting around Asia as one of the more
illustrious of Japan’s “continental adventurers” (tairiku rōnin). He was part scholar, part
journalist, part general booster of Japanese commercial interests. He had a base in Dalian, also in
Shanghai and Taiwan, and always seems to be flitting from here to there. In 1919 he served as an
advisor to Sun Yat-sen for a spell - though in what capacity exactly is unclear. At about the same
time he travelled to Wuhan to establish a Nishi Honganji branch temple, and while there he
vacationed at Yichang. He would almost certainly have seen the Three Gorges, for they were
Yichang’s most famous tourist attraction.37

37. Shibata Mikio, Ōtani Kōzui to Ajia: shirarezaru ajiashugi no kiseki (Tokyo: Bensei, 2010)
200
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Shortly after the Japanese government proclaimed the New Order in East Asia, Ōtani
began work on a monumental project to envisage the economic development of East Asia. Ōtani
had for many years penned optimistic tracts about Japan's role in reviving the fortunes of
Chinese civilisation. But his new "Asian Development Plan" (Ōtani Kōzui Kōa Keikaku
) also catered to a wave of interest among the Japanese public as to how the
escalating war would help remake Asia. The first volume sold out almost immediately, with the
publisher observing that “people have an uncommon interest in the [Asian] continent” to the
point where they had ceased answering the telephone to enquiries.38 Neither was the plan’s
influence restricted to the general public. Ōtani caught the mood of hubris widespread among
Japanese policy-makers at the time.39 In 1940 he was invited to join the second cabinet of Konoe
Fumimaro, and in 1942 he was asked to participate in the first conference to discuss the
construction of the Greater East Asia Prosperity Sphere, an expanded version of the New Order
which sought to include Southeast Asian colonies seized from European colonial powers.40
The third volume of the Ōtani Plan, written in Shanghai in May 1939, largely addressed
potential schemes for water conservancy (suiri

) along the Yangtze River. The timing was

remarkable. Six months previously the Japanese army had captured the city of Wuhan, placing

38. Kōzui Ōtani, Ōtani Kōzui kōa keikaku (Osaka: Daijōsha, 1939) vol.3: insert
39. For example, according to Ōtani's vision, the vastness and variety of China's geography
meant that the country was best governed by various autonomous elements he identified at the
provincial level; however current provincial boundaries would have to be extensively redrawn if
such an autonomous federation was to be workable as a polity. Such thinking was of course
closely in line with that of the Japanese military; indeed one of Ōtani's autonomous regions was
the puppet state of Mengjiang, established by the Kwantung Army in 1936. Ibid. vol.1: 5-6
40. Yomiuri Shimbun, "Ōtani, Sato ryōshi judaku naikaku sangi, sudeni hachi shi naitei (1
October 1940); Ōsaka Mainichi Shimbun, "Sekaiteki kaikaku ni taisho hyaku-nen no chōkei
kakuritsu" (28 February 1942)
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the Three Gorges region directly on the frontline of fighting between Japanese and Nationalist
troops. Ōtani called for the construction of a high dam at Yichang, 180 metres high with a
generating capacity of thirty gigawatts. Ōtani was took pains to point out that such a dam would
be the biggest in the world, "about forty metres higher even than America's [Hoover] dam on the
Colorado River.41 The reservoir created would stretch as far as Chungking, at the time the
Nationalist capital. Ōtani's plan went into significant detail about how this dam would actually be
constructed. He estimated that the dam would cost 300 million yuan to build, but would
nevertheless pay for itself eventually. The Three Gorges, he wrote, possessed "electricity
generating capacity without compare in the whole world"; situated in the centre of China, the
dam could supply electricity to every city in the country - to Shanghai, Beijing, Guangdong,
Chengdu and even Lanzhou.42 In a later work Ōtani would revise the cost upwards, but at the
same time expanded on the benefits the dam would bring:
The tens of millions of kilowatts of electricity will add unlimited motive
power to stimulate the development of central China. With our Japanese
technology, it cannot be said that the difficulties are necessarily
insurmountable. I humbly suggest this great undertaking as a worthy
endeavour for the great men of our two countries.43

Otani claimed sole credit for devising his plan. When the Yomiuri Shimbun newspaper
organised a question-and-answer session about his plan, the first question was about how many
staff members he employed. Only himself, he insisted.44 But the breakneck pace at which the
plan was published made this simply implausible. The plan consisted of nine volumes, published
41. Ibid. vol.3 (Osaka: Daijōsha, 1939) 38-39
42. Ibid. vol.3 42-43
43. Kōzui Ōtani, Chūshi chishi (Shanghai: Kachū Tetsudō, 1944) 50
44. Kōzui Ōtani, Ōtani Kōzui kōa keikaku. vol.6 insert
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between June 1939 and November 1940, at an average rate of one volume every two months,
totalling over two thousand pages.45 Ōtani claimed to have written one volume in a single fourday sitting. During this same period Ōtani kept up a relentless pace of travel. In 1939 alone he
travelled thirty-five thousand kilometers, including trips to Taiwan, mainland China, and a three
month stint in Indonesia.46 Moreover, Ōtani was no more of an engineer than Sun Yat-sen was,
yet his plans contained much more in the way of technical detail. At the same press conference
he did admit to having consulted an array of specialists, and people familiar with the situation on
the ground.47 In this sense, his plan was most likely a synthesis of existing plans devised by
Ōtani’s many contacts throughout East Asia. For instance, Ōtani was a member of the Kōain, a
Japanese government sponsored think-tank set up in December 1938 to plan how to administer
newly conquered territory in China.48 He was also appointed honorary president of another thinktank, the Kōa Gakuin, established in Beijing in April 1939 to teach Chinese language and culture
to the Japanese occupiers.49
The most likely source of input for the Three Gorges Dam scheme was Otani’s younger
brother Son’yu (1886-1939). Son’yu had served as colonial minister in the Konoe cabinet from
1937 to 1938, after which he had been appointed to the Kōain as head of the newly established
North China Development Corporation, a national policy company jointly owned by the
Japanese government and various Japanese corporate combines, and which planned to allocate

45. Ibid. vols. 1-9
46. Ibid. vol.4 insert; Shibata Mikio, Ōtani Kōzui to Ajia: shirarezaru ajiashugi no kiseki. 341
47 Kōzui Ōtani, Ōtani Kōzui kōa keikaku. vol.6 insert
48. Ibid. vol.4 insert
49. Shibata Mikio, Ōtani Kōzui to Ajia: shirarezaru ajiashugi no kiseki. 341
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ten per cent of its spending over five years to electricity generation and transmission.50 In other
words, through his brother Son’yu, Ōtani would have been able gather expertise from engineers
directly involved in planning occupied China’s wartime economy.51
Ōtani’s dream of a Three Gorges Dam built under the auspices of a Japanese client state
ultimately came to nothing, however. Japanese troops would eventually capture Yichang in June
1940, but failed to advance any further. For the remainder of the war, the Three Gorges would
effectively lie in a no-mans land between Japanese and Chinese Nationalist positions. With the
outbreak of the Pacific War the Ōtani Plan was placed on hold, and Ōtani himself followed the
front-line of the expanding Asian Prosperity Sphere further south to Frendh Indochina, British
Borneo, and the Dutch East Indies, and beyond.52 By 1944 he was hard at work on a plan to
exploit the hydropower of upland Burma.53 In 1945 he was captured by Soviet troops in
Northeast China, and interned for two years. He died shortly after being released.54
Meanwhile, on the other wise of the battlefront, the escalation of the Sino-Japanese War
was also causing China’s Nationalist government to explore the hydroelectric potential of the
Three Gorges in new ways. Full-blown conflict with Japan drove China to put its own economy
onto a war setting, in much the same manner as did almost all combatant powers during World

50. Far Eastern Survey, "Japanese Enterprises in North China" (4th May 1938); Kokumin
Shimbun, “Shin kokusaku gaisha no jigyō to jin’yō” (15th November 1938); Myers, “Creating a
Modern Enclave Economy: The Economic Integration of Japan, Manchuria and North China,
1932-1945.” 164
51. For other Japanese national policy companies set up in China during the Sino-Japanese War,
see Kanemaru Yuichi, “‘Shina Jihen’ chokugo, Nihon ni yoru Chūka denryoku sangyō no chōsa
to fukkyū keikaku,” Ritsumeikan Keizaigaku 53, no. 5-6 (20 February 2005) 157
52. Asahi Shimbun, "Ōtani Kōzui-cho boruneo kikō" (19 Jan 1942); Ōsaka Asanichi Shimbun,
"Bali-tō shobin" (27-28 March 1942)
53. Kōzui Ōtani, Biruma Suiri Keikaku (Tokyo: Nanyō Keizai Kenkyūsho, 1944).
54. Mikio Shibata, Ōtani Kōzui to Ajia: Shirarezaru Ajiashugi No Kiseki., p.200
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War II.55 In January 1938, the month the Nationalist capital at Nanjing fell to Japanese troops, a
new Ministry of Economic Affairs was established.56 The National Resources Commission,
which had existed since 1935, was transferred to the new ministry and had its mandate expanded
dramatically to encompass management of engineering, mining and electric industries. Over the
next decade the NRC became the lynchpin of the Nationalists’ wartime command economy, first
in the conflict against Japan and later in the civil war against the Communists. Its administrative
staff expanded five-fold over the course of the war, until by 1944 it boasted some 103 different
agencies and 160,000 workers under its direction, and controlled more than half of the total paidup capital in China outside Japanese control.57 In fact as William Kirby has argued, China’s
transformation from a (relatively) laissez-faire peacetime economy to a wartime command
economy in many ways laid the foundation for the PRC’s economic policy after 1949.
The particular course of the war also served to focus the Nationalist government’s
attention on the Chinese interior. Until 1937 the Nationalists’ power base had been in coastal
China. But after the fall of Nanjing it was forced to retreat westward, pursued up the Yangtze by
Japanese troops until it holed up in its new wartime capital of Chongqing, just upstream from the
Three Gorges. [SEE MAP 2 XX] This forced relocation to the hinterland impelled the regime to
cast about for new resources to mobilise for the war effort.

55. Gregory J. Kasza, One World of Welfare: Japan in Comparative Perspective (Cornell
University Press, 2006) Ch.2; Garon, “Defending Civilians Against Aerial Bombardment: A
Transnational History of Japanese, German, and British Home Fronts, 1918-1945.”
56. William C. Kirby, Man-houng Lin and James Chin Shih, State and Economy in Republican
China: A Handbook for Scholars (Harvard East Asian Monographs) (Harvard University Asia
Center, 2000) 66
57. William C. Kirby, “Kirby Continuity and Change in Modern China: Economic Planning on
the Mainland and on Taiwan, 1943-1958,” The Australian Journal of Chinese Affairs 24(July
1990) 127-128
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At the same time, the Nationalist government began casting around for international
allies to assist in its fight against the Japanese. After being jilted in turn by Nazi Germany and
the Soviet Union, it eventually succeeded in soliciting aid from the United States - first in the
form of financial support and later military assistance.58 As a result of this alliance, a number of
personnel from the NRC were sent to America to study. In 1941, one delegation was sent to the
Tennessee Valley Authority, the organisation that had built the majority of dams in the USA
during the New Deal. One of these hydropower engineers, Q.T. Chang, succeeded in catching
the attention of a dam-builder by the name of John Lucian “Jack” Savage.59
At the time Jack Savage was, by widespread acclaim, the world’s greatest hydropower
engineer. He had designed the Hoover Dam and the Grand Coulee Dam - both of which at their
completion stood the highest in the world. It was Savage's Hoover Dam with which Ōtani had
boastingly compared his own plan.60 In peacetime Savage was an employee of the Bureau of
Reclamation, but during the war he managed to secure an appointment as a roving technical
expert under the State Department's "cultural relations" program, roaming the world seeking out
potential dam sites that could be used to help allies develop their war economies.61 The Three
Gorges immediately piqued his curiosity, and he agreed to take a detour from a trip to India that
he had already scheduled.62 He arrived in Chongqing in May 1944, right in the middle of

58. Stephen R. MacKinnon, Wuhan, 1938: War, Refugees, and the Making of Modern China
(University of California Press, 2008)109-110
59. Yin, “The Long Quest for Greatness: China’s Decision to Launch the Three Gorges Project.”
179
60. Kōzui Ōtani, Ōtani Kōzui kōa keikaku. vol.3: 38
61 . National Archives and Records Administration (Bureau of Reclamation), Denver:
NRG-115-05-088, Yangtze Gorge Project: State Dept. to Savage (13 December 1943)
62. NARA (BoR) NRG-115-05-088, Yangtze Gorge Project: Savage to Hanson, 3rd September
1943
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Operation Ichi-gō, the last concerted push by the Japanese military to wipe out Kuomintang
resistance. Chungking at the time was a city under siege, yet Savage convinced his hosts to let
him organise a reconnaissance trip to the Three Gorges so that he could inspect the site in person.
[SEE IMAGE 2] This was extraordinarily dangerous, considering that the Gorges were than
effectively a no-mans land between Chinese and Japanese troops. One of the expedition
members in fact drowned during the trip.63
This aside, Savage considered the reconnaissance a massive success. After he returned to
Chungking he spent two months in a bomb-shelter drawing up preliminary plans for a concrete
gravity dam across the Three Gorges. He based his preliminary design on captured Japanese
aerial topography, which would later be supplemented by the US Airforce's own surveillance.64
(We can speculate that Ōtani too, may have had access to the same aerial reconnaissance charts,
through his contacts in the Kōain - for although he complained that he lacked access to
geological data and soil samples, a topographical data does not appear to have posed a problem
for him.65) In both cases this shows how total war, as well as stoking appetites for techno-utopian
visions, also supplied the specific surveying technology necessary for planners to construct those
visions. [SEE IMAGE 3 XX]
In the final event Savage’s dam, in fundamental conception, strikingly similar to Ōtani's
plan. The planned height of the wall was even larger - 225 metres compared to Ōtani’s 180, and
the current dam’s 181.66 [SEE FIG. 1] But in other respects they are eerily similar, though there

63 REF
64 . NARA (BoR) NRG-115-05-088: J. L. Savage, "Preliminary Report on Yangtze Gorge
Project", (Chungking, November 1944) 10, 15
65. Ibid. vol.3: 38-39
66. NARA (BoR) NRG-115-05-088: J. L. Savage, "Preliminary Report” 16
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is no evidence that Savage was aware of the Japanese plan. The environmental impact would
have been broadly similar: all three plans envisaged a high watermark of 160 meters, flooding
the Yangtze as far upriver as Chongqing to create a reservoir with a surface area of some 1,000
square kilometers. And in neither plan do we see any discussion of how this would have
impacted the residents of the Three Gorges, save for a brief aside in the BOR plans to the effect
that resettlement policy can be left to the Chinese government to decide upon. Savage’s plan
airily suggested that “in rehabilitating cities and villages that are to be partly submerged by the
reservoir, it is considered advisable to construct modern domestic water systems, sewer systems,
public buildings and other public facilities that will tend to promote a higher standard of living
among the people.”67
On his return to the US, Savage enthusiastically lobbied both the Bureau of Reclamation
and the State Department to support the project. “The Yangtze Gorge Project,” he gushed, “is
unquestionably the most important hydro-project ever conceived.”68 It would provide flood
control, irrigation, connect the city of Chongqing with the coast, and generate electricity to
manufacture the chemical fertiliser necessary to feed China’s vast population.69 He recommended
that once the war had been concluded, the US provide the Chinese government with technical
expertise and a $9,000,000 USD loan to cover the cost of construction. As to how China would
ever be able to repay such an enormous loan, Savage cited one G.E. Paschal, an American
economist in the employ of the Government of China, who argued that the fertiliser
manufactured could be sold to the USA, paying back the amount borrowed within as little as
67. Ibid. vol.3: 37; Savage, "Preliminary Report", 10, 16
68. Savage, "Preliminary Report", 20
69. For more on America’s strategic preoccupation with protecting the Third World from
starvation, see Cullather, The Hungry World: America’s Cold War Battle Against Poverty in Asia.
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fifteen years. The economic logic behind this suggestion strongly echoed Sun Yat-sen's original
plan for the development of the Yangtze, though with an unmistakeable neo-colonial twist.
Paschal seemed the suggest that only the after the loan was fully repaid would the dam “revert to
China”.70 In the meantime, presumably, the United States would operate it as an economic
concession not too dissimilar to the Suez or Panama Canals.
Fired up by Savage's enthusiasm, the Bureau of Reclamation (BOR) began to pressure
the State Department for permission to proceed with a more detailed project assessment. Aside
from Savage's own personal ambition to keep on building bigger dams, the bureau was also
spurred on by institutional rivalry with the Tennessee Valley Authority, which was much better
known internationally as a beacon of New Deal economic democracy.71 Hoping that the the
Yangtze Gorges dam might serve as the gateway to further international development projects,
the BOR negotiated that it and it alone would tender consultancy services for the project
("unhampered by any other collaborating agencies"),72 and carefully stage-managed the
announcement of Savage's plan so as to reap maximum publicity. For its part, The Nationalist
government hoped to put the dam at the center of its five-year plan for postwar reconstruction,
aimed (as usual) in part at preparing the country to fight a future war.73 With Savage’s help it
launched a public relations campaign in the US aimed at whipping up interest in the project. So
The New Republic gushed that the proposed Yangtze Dam “isn’t merely ‘big’”. It is so big that it
70. Savage, "Preliminary Report", 14-15: "At the end of 15 years," suggested Paschal, "the
whole plant would revert to China for such use as she pleased, and any subsequent sales of
fertiliser to the United States would be entirely a matter of business profit."
71. David Ekbladh, “”Mr. Tva”: Grass-Roots Development, David Lilienthal, and the Rise and
Fall of the Tennessee Valley Authority as a Symbol for U.S. Overseas Development, 1933-1973,”
Diplomatic History 16:3 (2002).
72. NARA (BoR) NRG-115-05-088: WA to DN WA 4208 (4 October 1944 PM 3.04)
73. Savage, "Preliminary Report", 1-2
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may affect history”, and asked whether the then-embryonic International Monetary Fund might
be able to finance it “without either risking their own necks or mortgaging China’s future at
exorbitant interest rates”.74 The Nationalist government was so enthusiastic about the project that
it authorised the NRC to pay 500,000 USD fully in advance to commission the BOR's feasibility
study. Even if this was something of a gambit, paid down in the hope of securing a multi-million
dollar soft loan later on, in August 1945 it still constituted a sizeable financial commitment for a
government reeling to recover from seven years of total war.75
On 1 October 1945 an agreement of cooperation was signed between the BOR and the
NRC, in which the former would dispatch technical advisors to help draw up preliminary designs
for the dam.76 The plans fairly glisten with the aura of utopian promise [SEE IMAGE 4], but
BOR staff noted with unease that no meaningful impact assessment had been carried out. "It is
extremely difficult, however, for engineers in America to estimate inundation losses from the
meager data now available."77 And the State Department harboured grave doubts about whether
such an ambitious project made any kind of economic sense for China. A memo by Acting
Secretary Joseph C. Grew warned that there was “no information tending to show that the
Chinese government has as yet given detailed consideration to the integration of this project with
the general progress of industrialisation now under study in China… In view of the financial
position of China at the present time, it would, in the opinion of this Department, be distinctly
74. The New Republic, “Kilowatts for the Lamps of China” (26 March 1945)
75. NARA (BoR) RG-115 090.09 Box.104 Yangtze Gorge Project US DOI BOR, "Agreement
With The National Resources Commission Of China For Services Of The Bureau Of
Reclamation In Connection With The Preparation Of The Final Report Of The Yangtze Gorge
And Tributary Projects" (3 September 1945)
76. NARA (BoR) NRG-115-05-088: US DOI, "Chinese Contract" (4 October 1945)
77. NARA (BoR) RG 115-66A 693 Box No.981: US DOI BOR, "Status Report: Yangtze Gorge
and Tributary Projects China" (15 August 1947)
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unwise for the government to engage in projects of development that must for a considerable
amount of time remain unproductive, thus straining the resources of the Government and
endangering its financial stability.”78 Likewise, the Bureau of the Interior was at pains to
emphasise that the US should, contra Savage’s proposal, make no commitment to construct or
finance the dam itself.79
But for the Yangtze Dam’s advocates, whether the project was economically or
environmentally prudent or not was of less pressing importance than conveying to the public
inside and outside China the impression of a stable, pro-American regime with vigorous plans
for the future. This was particularly important given that, for a brief but crucial period between
1945 and 1948, China’s Nationalist government was the lynchpin of postwar American strategy
in East Asia. Yet the balance of domestic politics in China at the time was exceedingly delicate.
Even before Japan’s surrender in August 1945 the fragile truce between Nationalist and
Communist forces began to crumble, and the two sides began manoeuvring against each other in
preparation for the coming civil war. Moreover, American advocates of the Three Gorges Dam
saw it as a key to unlock the long dreamt-of China market. As one Montana congressman argued
in a floor speech in June 1945:
The proposed dam would serve the needs of approximately 200,000 people,
increase the output of food and raw materials, and allow sea-going vessels of
10,000 tons to go all the way to Chungking - 1,500 miles from the Pacific
Ocean. China will need 80,000 telephones; 12,000,000 miles of telephone
cable; hundreds of thousands, if not millions, of new homes; 25,000
locomotives; 300,000 freight cars; ships, planes, trucks, and numerous other
items. She will need trained manpower to help in the shift bound to take
place in the postwar period. She will need money - the estimate is
$10,000,000,000 - for economic reconstruction and she will welcome foreign
78. NARA (BoR) RG-115 090.09 Box No.104: Grew to Stettinius Jr., 18th May 1945
79. NARA (BoR) RG-115 090.09 Box No.104: Ickes to Stettinius Jr., 16 June 1946
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capital. Provided China has a stable government in the postwar period, there
is no reason why American businessmen should not be interested, and
American capital invested so that the reciprocal relationship between the two
countries on an economic basis can be furthered.80

In this more optimistic world view, the dam served as a totemic development project that
would help to secure China as an anti-communist bulwark in Asia, while at the same opening up
a potential market for U.S. exports. Here we see one of earliest manifestations of the U.S.
government's postwar foreign policy of using infrastructure projects to help modernise strategic
allied nations deemed at risk to global communism.81
As in Afghanistan and Vietnam, however, such projects were frequently frustrated, and in
May 1947, as the Chinese Civil War started to tip in favour of the Chinese Communist Party, the
Yangtze Dam project was placed indefinitely on hold.82 Yet even though the American plan for a
Three Gorges Dam, like the Japanese plan before it, would end in disappointment, the burst of
international cooperation from 1944 to 1947 did serve to publicise within China the goal of
building the world's largest dam on the Yangtze. In 1954 Mao Zedong personally sought to
revive the Kuomintang government's aborted project, now looking to the Soviet Union to supply
the technical expertise no longer forthcoming from the Americans. This project too was aborted,
but when the PRC government revived the project once more in the 1980s, it again approached
the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation for assistance. This resulted in another short-lived flurry of

80. Congressional Record - House, Rep. Mansfield floor speech (25 June 1945)
81. Nick Cullather, The Hungry World: America’s Cold War Battle Against Poverty in Asia
(Harvard University Press, 2010).
82. NARA (BoR) NRG-115 05-088: US DOI BOR, "Amendatory Agreement With The National
Resources Commission Of China For Services Of The Bureau Of Reclamation In Connection
With The Preparation Of Engineering Reports On The Yangtze River Basin" (15 August 1947)
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cooperation - before the US, citing environmental concerns, pulled its support from the project.83
This time, however, Premier Li Peng was determined that China would go it alone, thus
reconstituting the Three Gorges Dam as a specifically Chinese dream stemming primarily from
the father of the country.
But the role played by figures such as Ōtani Kōzui and Jack Savage show that this was
far from the case. The blueprint for the Three Gorges Dam was a product of transnational
networks that emerged during the total war that engulfed China between 1937 and 1945. The
battle for control of central China focused military and manpower resources on the Three Gorges
region as never before. For example, extensive aerial reconnaissance of the upper Yangtze
between Yichang and Chongqing provided the topography necessary to begin planning for a
large dam. Similarly, the fact that foreign powers on both sides of the conflict chose to deploy
grandiose developmentalist rhetoric to justify their war effort gave individuals like Ōtani and
Savage the remit to dream utopian, to plan the future on a hitherto unimagined scale. And even if
these plans themselves failed, the vision itself lived on, to be taken up by future generations.

83. Yin, “The Long Quest for Greatness: China’s Decision to Launch the Three Gorges Project.”
520-521
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FIG.1 - Planned Dam Heights
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FIGURE 1
Five-jiao note issued by the People’s Bank of China, 1953-1954
The dam portrays the completed Fengman Dam, Jilin.

FIGURE 2
John Lucian Savage surveying the Yangtze Three Gorges, 1944.
NARA (BoR) NRG-115-05-088 Box 2
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FIGURE 3
USAF aerial photography of the Yangtze Three Gorges, 1947.
NARA (BoR) RG 115-66A 693 Box No.981
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FIGURE 4
A Bureau of Reclamation mock-up for the completed Yangtze Dam, 1946.
NARA (BoR) NRG-115-05-088 Box 2
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